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 Book Reviews 883

 Little can be said in way of criticism. A glossary of organizations (with their acronyms)
 would help the reader wade through the first 50 pages. It may have helped to more fully trace
 ideological and organizational distinctions between the industrial working class and the rural
 laborers in the South. Also, given the centrality of the Catalan working class in the anarchist
 movement, a few words about the national question would have helped. As it stands, one
 would have to assume it did not play a significant role in the ideological debate. However, these
 shortcomings do not significantly detract from what is otherwise an interesting, thought-
 provoking, and well-written book.
 Hank JOHNSTON, San Diego State University

 Hector PEREZ-BRIGNOLI. A Brief History of Central America. Translated by Ricardo B.
 Sawrey A. and Susana Stettri de Sawrey. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989. 223
 pages. $40.00. (Originally published in 1985 as Breve historia de Centroamerica.)

 Perez-Brignoli's Brief History of Central America is a panoramic, interpretative history of
 Central America. This ambitious work, which accomplishes the almost impossible task of re-
 counting Central America's intricate and often contradictory history in less than 200 pages,
 was originally published in Spanish in 1985. Since that time, it has been one of the most widely
 consulted and well-respected histories of the region. One can only wonder why it has taken five
 years to be translated into English.
 In the introduction to the first edition, Perez-Brignoli states that the central problem in creat-
 ing this book was that which faces every student of the region: the risk of being both too
 general, in addressing Central America as a unit, and too specific in analyzing each of the five
 countries individually. The author, to his credit, has coped with this problem admirably. He
 accomplishes this by drawing from each historical era the larger themes of common experience,
 and then interweaves these themes with the peculiar conditions of the individual countries,
 creating a varied and rich historical fabric.
 Perez-Brignoli dwells on the geographic conditions that have produced both unity and dis-
 unity in Central America: the cordillera of volcanic mountains which has given the region its
 tendency toward regionalism and isolation from the rest of the Americas, and the lack of natu-
 ral ports, major rivers, or other waterways which has hindered Central America's integration
 both nationally and internationally. Despite the almost total lack of integrating forces, the
 Spaniards molded Central America into what was theoretically a single administrative unit,
 known as the Kingdom of Guatemala, with its capital in modern-day Antigua, Guatemala.
 Even in colonial times, the Kingdom of Guatemala (which included all territories from modern-
 day Chiapas south to Panama) was something of a legal fiction, since poor communications,
 regional rivalry, and simple practicality dictated that the smaller regional capitals such as Car-
 tago in Costa Rica, León in Nicaragua, and Sonsonate in El Salvador enjoyed de facto auton-
 omy. After gaining its independence, Central America struggled for nearly two decades to func-
 tion as a confederacy, but the emergence of noncompromising political parties and regional
 rivalry eventually rent the union asunder. The Liberals, one of two competing political parties,
 continued unsuccessfully to seek the chimera of unity throughout the nineteenth century.
 It was not until the middle of the twentieth century that any real "union" reemerged, this
 time in economic, rather than in political guise. The establishment of the Central American
 Common Market (CACM) in the early 1960s represented the modern attempt to unify the
 Kingdom through economic integration. Unfortunately, political strife, high energy prices, and
 the failure of import-substitution models in the 1970s and early 1980s meant that even this
 effort was doomed to failure. Perez-Brignoli, however, believes that despite these repeated fail-
 ures it is only through looking to new options in regional economic unity that Central America
 can face the new century. He writes, "The size of the countries, economically speaking, requires
 that they integrate. [Moreover,] their small sizes, politically speaking, present security issues
 that are virtually nonexistent for larger countries." Yet Perez-Brignoli believes that there is a
 more fundamental reason why the issue of unity keeps resurfacing on the isthmus: the "na-
 tional identities of the various Central American countries are not yet quite solidified." Despite
 nearly 170 years of independence, the Central American countries are still inchoate, and, de-
 spite their obvious differences, they nonetheless depend upon one another for definition and
 support.
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 Perez-Brignoli, who is Costa Rican, asserts that his work is written with the general reader
 in mind, and this may well be true for Spanish-speaking readers. However, despite its brevity,
 this book is probably not appropriate for most general North American readers, who would
 quickly be lost among the many unexplained and unfamiliar references to Latin American
 history and events. On the other hand, the study should be enormously valuable to readers with
 a working knowledge of Central America, for Perez-Brignoli's analysis is as fresh as it is
 comprehensive.
 Virginia Garrard BURNETT, The University of Texas at Austin

 Robert Lowry CLINTON. Marbury v. Madison and Judicial Review. Lawrence: University
 Press of Kansas, 1989. 332 pages. $35.00.

 This is an interesting, provocative, and controversial book that should be read by political
 scientists, constitutional historians, and law professors. It is a serious examination of the rise
 and transformation of judicial review which arose in the famous case Marbury v. Madison.
 Meticulously researched from original sources, Clinton relies on European, English, and Colo-
 nial sources as well as the Founders' views and the history of the Supreme Court's interpreta-
 tion of Marbury.
 In this new and unorthodox look at Marbury v. Madison , Clinton claims that judicial review

 and what was once the dominant view of constitutional law - that judges should interpret and
 apply the law with respect to the intent of the Framers - has undergone significant changes
 beginning about 1890 when judicial supremacy supplanted judicial review. Except for the pe-
 riod 1937-62, this distortion of judicial review has remained until the present day. Clinton
 argues that John Marshall's idea of judicial review was much narrower than the modern version
 of judicial review and that the view of Marbury which has prevailed for the most part since
 1890 "is essentially mythological"; the "conception of the judicial function that it is held to
 support is ahistorical." He proposes that all Marbury holds is "that federal courts are entitled
 to invalidate acts of Congress and the President with finality only when to let such acts stand
 would violate constitutional restrictions on judicial power." Claiming that the famous decision
 has been misunderstood and incorrectly used, he states that Marbury was not a departure from
 legal tradition that greatly enlarged the power of the Supreme Court but rather was the result of
 a judicial theory which prevailed before, during, and after Marshall's time. Therefore, he con-
 cludes that the present prevailing view of judicial power drawn from Marbury is just wrong,
 i.e., that the famous quote from the case has been wrongly interpreted to make the Supreme
 Court the final and ultimate interpreter of constitutional issues.
 According to Clinton, all Marbury says is that the Court could disregard laws only when the

 legislation directly affected the judicial function, i.e., cases of a judicial nature. In no way, he
 says, did Marshall hold or intend the Court to be the final or ultimate interpreter of all parts of
 the Constitution. Moreover, he notes that Marbury was not cited by the Court as a precedent
 for judicial review until 1887 and then rarely before the 1950s. More significantly, Marbury
 was not mentioned as the source for the view that the Supreme Court is the final interpreter of
 the Constitution until Aaron v. Cooper in 1958. Instead, it is "only in cases which involve con-
 stitutional provisions directly addressed to the courts that the Supreme Court's refusal to apply
 a relevant law is necessarily final," says Clinton. "In cases involving constitutional provisions
 addressed to other branches of government ... the Court may surely refuse to apply the law,
 but it may not do so with finality in the strict sense," for Congress may disregard the Court's
 constitutional ruling and allow the act to be enforced.
 Finding that Marshall's idea of judicial review prevailed until at least 1887, Clinton traces the

 rise of modern judicial review back to the "Progressive reinterpretation of American constitu-
 tional history in the early 20th century," which he argues provided a "novel" version of Mar-
 bury v. Madison that spawned a judicial mythology authorizing "judges to preempt other
 organs of government in deciding fundamental constitutional questions."
 Finally, Clinton demonstrates that Marshall's view reappeared in 1937 but then largely disap-

 peared again in the early 1960s. In this important book Clinton presents clearly, forcefully, and
 persuasively a great amount of evidence to support his thesis. His elaborate notes (97 pages)
 and extensive bibliography are informative.
 Kenneth W. STREET, Austin College
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